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• Total RHTP funding ranged from $147 
million (NJ) to $281 million (TX).

• There was no no clear relationship 
between state RHTP funding and the size 
of a state’s rural population.



• States with the lowest rural mortality rates 
received more than 2x the per-rural-resident 
funding vs. states with the highest rural 
mortality rates.

• States that lost rural hospital beds received 
less per-rural-resident funding vs. states that 
gained rural hospital beds

• There was little correlation between per-rural-
resident funding and whether a state had lost 
vs gained rural physicians



• Local economic decline often precedes rural 
hospital closures.

• Declining hospital occupancy rates and 
worsening hospital finances may result from 
broader “upstream” economic drivers.

• Efforts to reduce rural hospital closures may 
require a broader focus on strengthening local 
economies in order to be successful.
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